
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
FIGURES 11, Dracula soennemarkii Luer & Dalstrom; All drawings by C. A. Luer. 
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Dracula soennemarkii Luer & Dalstrom, sp. nov . TYPE: ECUADOR. Without 
collection data , purchased from Ecuagenera, Gualaceo, Ecuador, as Dracula 
woolwardiae , flowered in cultivation at Halmstad , Sweden , by J. Sonnemark , July 
2011, S. Dalstrom 3506 (Holotype: W; Isotype : MO); C . Luer illustr. 21702 . Fig. 
11. 

This large species with short ramicauls and very thick roots is most distinctive in 
the genus with multiple narrow teeth of the epichile of the lip all pointing inward. 

Plant large , epiphytic , caespitose; roots fleshy, 3 mm thick. Ramicauls stout, 
erect, 2.5-3 cm long, enclosed by loose tubular sheaths and another at the base . Leaf 
erect, thinly coriaceous, elli ptical, acute, 12-16 cm long, 2-3.5 cm wide , cuneate below  
into a conduplicate petiole ca . 2 cm long. Inflorescence a more or less horizontal , loose, 
successively few-flowered raceme, 2-flowered in the present specimen , pedicel s 2 cm 
apart, borne by a sparsely bracted peduncle ca . 20 cm long , from the base of the 
ramicaul ; floral bracts tubular, acute, 12 mm long ; pedicels 20 mm long ; ovary 
microscopically  pusticular , 
7 mm long , 3 mm thick; sepals pubescent within , densely spotted with minute dark 
rose spots, darker and confl uent toward the apices , the dorsal sepal ovate, obtuse, 
contracted into a slender, dark purple tail 25 mm long, the blade 20 mm long, 22 mm 
wide , with 5 primary veins and incomplete accessory veins , the total length 45 mm 
including the tail, connate to the lateral sepals for 9 mm into a shallowly cupped 
flower, the  lateral  sepals  subovate,  oblique,  obtuse, 23 mm long , connate 18 mm 
into a shallowly concave synsepal 20 mm long, 35 mm  wide , the apices contracted 
into tails similar to that of the dorsal sepal , 18 mm apart; petals whitish , dark purple 
at the tip, oblong, 3 mm long, 2 mm wide , the apex bivalvate, densely echinate 
between the valves , both valves rounded, minutely serrulate; lip spathulate , 7 mm  
long , 6 mm wide , the epichile rose , suborbicular, 4 .5 mm long, 6 mm wide, with 3 
thick primary lamellae within , with the margins bent inward with multiple long-
pointed teeth , the hypochile white , pyramidal-ovate , 3 mm long , 3 mm wide, cleft 
centrally, the base hinged to the column-foot; column rose , semiterete, 3 mm long, 
elongated at the tip, the foot 4 mm long . 
 

Eponymy:  Named  for  Jan  Sonnemark  of Halmstad, Sweden, who 
cultivates this species. This  species , purchased   from  Ecuagenera , Gualaceo ,  
Ecuador ,  as  Dra cula  woolwardia e (Lehm .  &  Kraenzl.)   Luer,   is   unfortunately 
without collection data . The immediate thought that it was another hybrid  is dispelled 
when a combination  of  the  most  distinctive morphological  features is considered. 
Although the  blade  of  the  leaf  is  simply  elliptical , the petiole  is  short,  m uch  of  
it  within  a  large, loose cauline  sheath . The  roots  are  unusually thick. The 
peduncle  is horizontal  and distantly flowered. Within , the sepals are pubescent and 
covered   diffusely  by  minute  purplish   spots . The flower is cupped with relatively 
short tails . The ti ps of the petals are densely echinate with both valves minutely 
denticulate. The lip is proportionately small with the margin of the suborbicular 
epichile lined with numerous long , pointed teeth that point inward 

 


